Over the years, many members have been loved and lost, and all are
remembered with great affection. So many wonderful characters the club
can proudly say were Stockwell Good Neighbours.
There were doubts that the club would survive through 2020 because of
financial constraints, and it was not anticipated that it would be a viral
pandemic that would close the doors. But the spirit of Stockwell Good
Neighbours lives on, with members keeping connected through telephone
calls, a WhatsApp group, occasional zoom sessions and a fortnightly
newsletter with prayers, poems, quizzes, and, the highlight, contributions
from members sharing memories and thoughts.
Who knows what the future holds for the group, but it remains positive and
optimistic about meeting again in person, to be what its name suggests good neighbours.

Stockwell Good Neighbours is a registered charity, and welcomes donations. Information:

www.stockwellgoodneighbours.org
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This small booklet contains extracts and photographs from Jim Grover’s
book Windrush, Portrait of a Generation, with some additional
information from members of mostly West Indian Elders group Stockwell
Good Neighbours, in celebration of Black History Month. Jim is a great
supporter of Stockwell Good Neighbours, and has kindly given
permission for us to use his material.
Back in June 2017, Jim was invited to see whether there might be a photo
story to be told about domino players at a West Indian club. His interest
was in capturing people and their communities in South London, where
he has lived for 30 years. For 11 months he visited clubs, homes,
churches, community groups, and cemeteries, as he discovered a much
bigger story about the very particular way the proud community of firstgeneration migrants from the Caribbean live their daily lives in south
London.
So, a single story about dominoes progressively became one of twelve
stories describing how, as he says, this wonderful community live their
lives today, true to their traditions and culture. Jim was introduced to
Stockwell Good Neighbours by Julie, daughter of member Ann Daley,
who had met him at the West Indian Dominoes Club in Clapham.
Stockwell Good Neighbours are proud to have been part of Jim’s journey,
as he spent several months with them at the Oval House Theatre in
Brixton. He ate chicken soup, did some Tai Chi, and got to know them
over a game of dominoes or bingo. He photographed many of their
events and was generous in giving prints to members. Stockwell Good
Neighbours give thanks for the moment Jim came into their lives, as he
has been a generous supporter.

Hermine Grocia
Hermine Grocia was born in Clarendon, Jamaica, in
1938. She was the second eldest of eight children.
Her parents separated when her father came to
Huddersfield, where he started work in a textile
factory, leaving Hermine with her mother, a
seamstress, in Jamaica.
She met her future husband Lester on the wharf in Kingston, waiting to
board the SS Begona, which brought them to England in 1959. Hermine
left two children, who later came to England, and Lester one, in Jamaica.
After their marriage in 1960 in Brixton Registry Office they had four
children together, living in Brixton until Lester’s death in 2011. Hermine
has nineteen grandchildren and twenty-two great grandchildren.
Hermine has a family tradition:
‘I have been having Friday evenings for family as long as I can
remember…they just drop in. It starts anytime after seven and sometimes
finishes as late as two or three in the morning. Twenty people passing
through is common…sometimes more…when they were younger they
knew they could come and get something to eat and there’d be nothing
to worry about. Now when they come in they’ll say “are you alright
mummy…or granny?” but the first place they’ll go to is the
kitchen’!...sometimes the grandchildren sleep over, and take over
upstairs. And we adopt other family…Friends come sometimes and are
very welcome. Sometimes they’ll dance…sometimes they have a board
game or quiz…I am happy to sit in my chair and watch it all happen….I’m
very, very easy going’.
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Mr. Levi Hamilton was honoured with a visit to Lambeth Palace several
years ago and met then Archbishop of Canterbury Rev Rowan Williams,
reciting Psalm 90 to him. He also attended Westminster Abbey for
Windrush celebrations. Coordinator Lesley Allen received a mayoral
award, and Mr. Bertram Dixon was invited to Windsor Castle to be
honoured with Maunday Money from the Queen after he had been
chosen as the face of a Trinity Icon created for Windrush celebrations
which was unveiled in Southwark Cathedral.
The group took part in a BBC documentary about the contribution of DJ
David Rodigan to reggae music. The same year, they were visited by
Jeremy Corbyn, and were suddenly on all the news channels when he was
speaking out about the poor treatment of the Windrush Generation by
the government.

Stockwell Good Neighbours has been in operation as an elders’ group
since 1974, originally meeting at St. Andrew’s Church in Landor Road, later
moving to Oval House Theatre, a lively arts centre and home to boundarypushing art and artists opposite the famous Oval cricket ground. Oval
House have been very supportive of the group, allowing it to use the space
rent free and seeing it as a vital part of their community work. The Club
started with funding from the local authority, met five days a week, and
had its own shop. Over the years LA funding was withdrawn, and it
became a registered charity. For many years it has been meeting weekly,
recently with generous funding from Thrale’s Almsgiving Trust and the
Lambeth Wellbeing Fund.

Stockwell Good Neighbours main highlight was the wonderful Windrush,
Portrait of a Generation exhibition at the Oxo Gallery. Afforded great
publicity, this put pictures of members taken by Jim Grover into
newspapers, magazines and billboards. This led to BBC radio London
interviewing Lesley Allen, and the club receiving verbal recognition for
their contribution in Lambeth to older people’s services.
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The group has always been supported by wonderful volunteers and an
enthusiastic committee. Presently they are lucky to have compassionate
Viv Jonas as a volunteer, and dedicated Susan Hamilton on the committee
with club members Hermine Grocia and Anne Daley representing the
voices of all – solid and loveable, and willing to fight for the group they
love.
The first coordinator was Dolly, then Fergal for many years, and now
Lesley Allen, a Welsh retired general and mental health nurse, who has
been with the club for 21 years. For 24 years Roz Price kept a watchful
eye as Chairperson.

Anne Daley
In Memory of Roz Price
by Treasurer of Stockwell Good Neighbours
John Ward

“All of us at Stockwell Good Neighbours knew and loved Roz. She simply

was the heart and Soul of the club and was so for years. She supported
the club in so many ways, with her time, her energy, her love and often
her own money. She was always happy to give anything she could to the
club she loved so much. Before her health deteriorated in recent years,
she spent so much time at the club that we often wondered if she lived
there!
I first met Roz in 2003 when I was invited to take on the role as treasurer,
she soon put me at ease, although small in stature, this diminutive redhaired lady had quite a personality and I quickly warmed to her. She was
both gentle and genuine and so good natured. Stockwell Good
Neighbours wish to place on record their grateful thanks for all that Roz
did over very many years. She will always be remembered with great
affection by all of us. The Club is the poorer for having lost her, but the
greater for having known her.”
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Anne Daley was born in the Parish of St.
Catherine in Jamaica, coming to London in
1960. She has four children, nine
grandchildren,
and
four
great
grandchildren. Anne has shown her family
to Old Harbour Bay, where she grew up,
and where her father was a fisherman, but
she has been in London too long to miss
Jamaica now.
Anne worked mostly in catering, and had to work very hard bringing up
her two boys and two girls, since her husband ‘wasn’t a family man’,
but now her great grandchildren visit her after school to have some of
grandma’s home cooking. Anne is well known at St John the Divine in
Kennington which she has attended throughout her adult life.
Anne remembers dancing: ‘I learned to dance in Jamaica…rock and
roll.. the twist. Over here we’d mostly dance in home parties. But we’d
go to Tiffany’s in the West End and the Imperial dance halls in the 70’s.
Sometimes there’d be dancing in Brixton Town Hall…Might be the only
enjoyment for the whole month…we’d all dress up. I loved dressing up…I
dressed up like Shirley Bassey…sequins…everything. The DJ’s would say
‘here comes Shirley Bassey’.’
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A recent show marked the Windrush 70th Anniversary, with guest
performances by great club supporter Ms. Katie Milton, a professional
soprano and creator of Old-Time Music Hall at Hornchurch Queens
Theatre, and pianist Allyson Devenish, who plays for Pegasus Opera.
Several years ago Barby Asante from Chocolate Films followed the group
for several months to produce a film Dominoes and Bingo which was
shown at Clapham Picture House to great acclaim.
Meeting at Oval House Theatre afforded great artistic and creative
opportunities. Club members were invited to shows, and artists
occasionally gave impromptu performances or involved members in
creative workshops. This led to involvement in other theatre projects, for
example Crystal Quilt at Tate Modern; at The National Theatre; an
immersive performance with Ida Bar at The Barbican; a music hall
creation with Christopher Green followed by performances at Myatt’s
Field Park and Horniman’s Museum; and an opportunity for two members
to perform in a play The Trial at the Young Vic.
.

Celebrations have always been important for Stockwell Good Neighbours,
and it became a tradition to celebrate the over 90’s at the beginning of
October. Parties have had distinguished visitors such as the Jamaican High
Commissioner and Mayor of Lambeth.

The members of Stockwell Good Neighbours are mainly West Indian
elders who came to England in the two decades following the Second
World War, who are known as the Windrush Generation after the ship
which brought the first group of migrants from the Caribbean to Tilbury
on 21st June 1948, heralding the dawn of multicultural Britain. A former
member of the Club, Mr. Egbert Townsend, who died ten years ago, sailed
on the Empire Windrush. He recalled landing and being taken to Clapham
tube station, where he had his first meal of fish and chips. A majority of
members arrived in Britain in the 50’s and 60’s. The Windrush Generation
are now elderly, and many have large families, including third or even
fourth generations born in the UK, but they retain many traditions and
habits that are distinctively West Indian. Some of these they have passed
down, but others may well be disappearing.
During the life of Stockwell Good Neighbours, hundreds of older residents
of Lambeth have been members. Only two of the original members from
48 years ago remain – Misca Rathan, who is now 94, and Mr. Levi
Hamilton, who is 103. There are presently seventy-two members.
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Ruby Powell
Ruby was born in the parish of Westmoreland in
Jamaica. Her mum sadly died when she was
born, and her dad left to work in Canada.
Ruby came to Britain in 1955, aged 19, and
married Daniel, also from Jamaica, in 1963.
She has six children, and grandchildren. She started training as a nurse,
but stopped work to raise her family. After divorcing she worked for the
ministry of defence and in a pub – the old Coach and Horses in Brixton.
Ruby remembers why she came to England: ‘I was raised by my
grandmother…a brilliant woman, a real Christian…she spent every penny
on me... I was born with malaria but I couldn’t get better…they didn’t
have quinine in them days. I never went to school much because every
week I’m sick with the malaria’. At a show in Frome ‘I won a cow and it
produced a boy and a girl cow. My grandmother knew I wasn’t going to
get better, everybody in my parish died of malaria and typhoid fever…so
she sold the cow and she sent me over here to my grandaunt , Milly, to
see if I could get a cure for my malaria. “Go to England and get cured and
if there’s no cure …and you can’t get better…come home and die”.’ Her
great aunt’s husband paid for her treatment, and after two years she was
cured.

The club has always offered a safe and cheery place to meet, chat, play
dominoes and bingo, and have a light lunch. It aims to offer a wide
range of activities designed to keep minds and bodies active, and,
depending on funds, delivers exciting innovative projects during the
year. It has always delivered exercise sessions from music and
movement and dance, and over the last 10 years Tai Chi and more
recently aerobics. Usually about 16 members take part in these
sessions, and Tai Chi looks like a large peacock when fans are used!
These classes are important to promote health and movement as many
of the members have serious health conditions where exercise is
encouraged.
The group has an ethos of welcome and hospitality, and is a place to
connect, catch up with old friends and new, receive information and
signposting to welfare advice and take part in health promotional
workshops, talks, outings to the theatre, seaside and places of historical
interest and, very importantly, celebrate, eat together, and play
dominoes and bingo. Stockwell Good Neighbours members have taken
part in reminiscence sessions exploring and recording memories, and
enjoyed UK holidays together, most recently to Somerset.
Club highlights have included shows organised by the club coordinator
and members, with club members performing songs, dances and
anecdotes based on days gone by at the Oval Theatre. They were a
visual delight, enhanced by the chairperson’s artistic vision and great
backdrops.

